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own quite unsuitable nominees to preside over the
village councils through which it was hoped to
influence peasant opinion by one means or another.
During 1937 the struggle over the Concordat provided
an indication of how feelings were developing. This
Concordat had been arranged with the Vatican in 193 5
and offered certain privileges to the Catholic clergy.
Now some of the Croatian clergy had been showing
strong pro-Italian and pro-Franco sympathies which
were angrily repudiated by Macek and the Peasant
Party. Croat opinion as a whole, therefore, regarded
the Concordat which was sponsored by the Orthodox,
but evidently cynical, Stojadinovic, as an attempt to
split Croatia and to buy over the clergy. In view of
their traditional attitude towards the Roman Catholic
Church the feelings of the Serbs at this treachery on
the part of their Government need scarcely be elabor-
ated, and the Bishops of the Orthodox Church gladly
came out on the popular side. In the end the Govern-
ment admitted defeat and the Concordat was with-
drawn.
The Concordat had, of course, been interpreted,
not perhaps correctly, as part of Dr. Stojadinovid's
general foreign policy, as in fact a gesture to Italy.
With her exploitation of the breach between Italy and
the Western Powers over Ethiopia which, among
other things, led her to remilitarize the Rhineland in
March 1936, Germany was now in a position to attempt
the disruption of the whole European system in her
own favour. The imposition of economic sanctions
against Italy, according to her obligations to the
League of Nations, imposed a heavy sacrifice upon
Yugoslavia who had been accustomed to export a good